
CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE 
FROM THE "AGE OF LIMITS" TO THE AGE OF REAGAN 

Objectives 

A thorough study of Chapter Thirty-Three should enable the student to understand: 

1. The efforts of President Gerald Ford to overcome the effects of Richard Nixon's resignation. 

2. The rapid emergence of Jimmy Carter as a national figure and the reasons for his victory in 1976. 

3. Carter's emphasis on human rights and its effects on international relations. 

4. Carter's role in bringing about the Camp David agreement and the impact of this agreement on 
the Middle East. 

5. Why the United States had so much difficulty in freeing the hostages held by Iran and the effect 
of this episode on the Carter presidency. 

6. The nature of the "Reagan revolution" and the meaning of "supply-side" economics. . 

7. The staunchly anticommunist Reagan foreign policy. 

8. The changing demography of America from 1970 to 1990. 

' 9. The increasingly conservative mood of the American electorate. 

10. The emergence of a new era in foreign policy with the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Main Themes 

1. That Gerald Ford managed to restore confidence in the presidency but remained unable to make 
significant breakthroughs in solving the nation's international and economic problems. 

2. That the difficult problems faced by Jimmy Carter, including a sluggish economy, an energy 
crunch, and a Middle Eastern crisis, combined with his leadership style to ensure that he would 
be a one-term president. 

3. That Ronald Reagan's personality soothed Americans and his brand of conservatism struck a 
responsive chord as he moved toward a reduced role for government in the economy and an 
increased emphasis on the military. 

4. How the New Right challenged the liberal-moderate consensus that had dominated American 
politics since the New Deal. 

5. How the end of the Cold War turned foreign policy focus to other matters, especially the Middle 
East. 

Glossary 

1. demo~raphv: The study of population, including birth and death rates, residence patterns, and 
regional shifts. 

2. pentecostal Christianity: A type of fundamentalism that stresses faith healing and baptism by the 
Holy Spirit. The spirit manifests itself when followers speak in unknown tongues. Pentecost was 
an ancient Hebrew festival, and, according to the Book of Acts, on the first Pentecost after the 
crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth, the apostles spoke in tongues when they heard a sound like the 
rush of a mighty wind. 
























